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They are not found in the extreme north. They form no portion 
of the permanent population of Bengal, and in the south-east 
of the peninsula their functions are taken by a class called 
Koomtees, who claim an earlier Hindoo origin. But in all the 
western countries of India these Banees are very important. 
The well-known Marwarees, the energetic traders who find 
their way to Calcutta and to almost all other parts of India, 
come from Western Rajpootana. The North-western Provinces 
are, for mercantile and shopkeeping purposes, entirely in the 
hands of Banees, who point to the western districts as the 
country of their origin. Goozerat, Malwa, and the Bombay 
country are full of them, and they are very numerous in the 
Canarese country, forming apparently there a large proportion 
of the population. Nothing can exceed their trading acuteness, 
and many of them are possessed of much clerical talent, but 
they are utterly unwarlike, and almost entirely confined to 
their own peculiar pursuits. They are always strong zealots 
for one form of modern Hindooism, setting great store on ani- 
mal life and ceremonial observance. Very many of them go 
farther, and profess different forms of those religions which are, 
I think, connected with the old faith of Siva the regene- 
rator. 

The Jains belong, I believe, almost exclusively to the Banee 
caste, as do most of the Lingamites of the Canarese country. 
The idea to which I have inclined is that all the various forms 
of faith, differing from the Vedic faith in gods above, which have 
permeated Western and Southern India and influenced the whole 
country, spring from one common principle — an ancient Dar- 
winianism, which would attribute everything to a gradual pro- 
cess of rise from below upwards by successive births, regenera- 
tions, and transmigrations of souls. As matter of conjecture 
I have hazarded the theory, that possibly the Banees may be 
the representatives of a race which brought in this religion from, 
the West, and with it that early civilisation of the South, of 
which we have not yet traced the source. 

At any rate of this I am confident, that in these and other 
questions there is a great field for inquiry among the existing 
races and castes of India. 



Remarks, by Me. James Fekgusson. 

At this late period of the evening I shall not attempt to make 
any remarks on the papers which have just been read, but I 
am not sorry to have an opportunity of explaining my reasons 
for using the term Turanian in the sense I did in my work on 
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tree and serpent worship. I am afraid I have not explained 
my meaning in that book so clearly as I should have done, or 
your president would hardly have accused me of using it in a 
sense different from that employed by other Indian ethno- 
graphers. 

The term, as I understand it, is of Persian origin. In their 
simple system of ethnography the inhabitants of Central Asia 
divide all the world between two races — Iran and Turan, or 
Iranum, or as we call it, Aryan, meaning themselves, and 
Turanism, meaning everybody else, or, as they otherwise ex- 
press it, Iran and an-Iran, Aryan and non- Aryan. 

In this sense the term is applied to the Dravidian races by 
Dr. Caldwell in his grammar of their language, which is the 
most important and most trustworthy work on the subject, and 
he considers all the aboriginal tribes south of the Byndia to 
belong to the same family, though you have just heard Mr. 
Campbell cut them up into numerous separate families. 

In the book in question I was especially anxious to avoid en- 
tering on extraneous ethnographical theories, with which I had 
no concern, and which are as yet far from being settled and ac- 
cepted generally, but it was most important to distinguish 
throughout between the Aryan Brahmins and their Vedic reli- 
gion and non- Aryan castless races and their Buddhist form of 
faith. The term Turanian, as generally used by Indian ethno- 
graphers, expressed exactly this distinction, and I therefore em- 
ployed it in this sense throughout. 



Remarks, by Mb. Walter Dendy. 

I rose to refer to a section of Mr. Campbell's excellent paper, 
so deeply interesting to the ethnic philologist, the subject of 
the Aryan language. It is one that is highly illustrative of the 
comparative antiquity of races, and of the natural history of 
man equally with the study of structural development. In 
listening to the dialect of the Aryan families, the ancient Tura- 
nian, the Caucasian varieties of India, we might almost fancy a 
rehearsal of the Latin grammar ; favouring the belief of Latham 
that the origin of Sanscrit was the old Celtic with an infusion 
of Latin. 

It has been a moot point in ethnology whether the blending 
of the oriental and occidental dialects may have resulted from 
the wanderings of the Aryans westward, or from the incursions 
of the western peoples toward the East. On this interesting 
subject it would be instructive to learn from Mr. Campbell 
more regarding the border dialects of India, around Cashmere 



